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Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with  the  Ninth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of  Children  attending  the 
Public  Elementary  Schools  in  this  Borough.  In  August,  Dr. 
Dunlop  joined  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  and  I  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical 
Officer.  Practically  all  the  school  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Hynes,  to  whom  I  am  much 
indebted  for  so  efficiently  carrying  it  out  with  the  very  able  help 
of  Miss  F.  Hughes,  the  School  Nurse. 

The  Report  contains  a  full  statement  of  Dental  Treatment  by 
Mr.  Strangways.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  once  more  a 
large  increase  of  cases  treated.  In  order  to  cope  with  this  in  1917, 
three  hours  per  month  will  be  added  to  the  time  allotted  for 
Dental  Treatment. 

It  also  contains  a  statement  by  Dr.  McKenzie,  dealing  with 
the  examination  and  treatment  of  defective  vision. 

The  report  of  the  Children’s  Care  Committee  is  included. 
By  its  efforts  the  Committee  is  the  means  of  alleviating  much 
distress,  and  many  children  in  a  delicate  condition  are,  by  the 
gupply  of  extra  nourishment  or  medicine,  tided  over  a  time  of 
distress. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Education  Committee 
for  their  invariable  help,  also  Mr.  Lane,  the  Education  Secretary, 
and  Mr.  Jaggs,  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  for  their  advice 
and  assistance. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


GEORGE  A.  LEON,  m.a.,  m.d.,  p.p.h. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  this  the  Ninth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of  children  attending  the  Public 
Elementary  Schools  of  the  Borough.  Despite  the  disturbance  in 
the  regular  Medical  and  Clerical  Staffs  no  depletion  has  arisen  since 
substitutes  have  been  found  to  fill  up  such  vacancies  as  have 
occurred.  Thus  we  have  been  enabled  to  follow  out  the  Board  of 
Education  Schedule  for  examination  to  the  fullest  i.e.  all  children 
admitted  to  the  Schools  during  the  year  (entrants),  those  between 
the  ages  of  8  and  9  (intermediates),  and  those  between  the  ages  of 
12  and  13  together  with  all  children  over  13  who  have  not  already 
been  examined. 

This  comprises  a  total  of  1256  children,  made  up  as  follows  : — 
“  Entrants  ”  (boys  281,  girls  253)  total  534  ;  “  intermediates  ”  (boys 
203,  girls  166)  total  369,  and  “  leavers  ”  (boys  163,  girls  190)  total 
353. 


As  heretofore,  the  schools  have  been  revisited  prior  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  annual  inspection  so  as  to  examine  those  about 
to  leave  school  as  well  as  cases  missed  on  previous  occasions. 

By  way  of  economy,  etc.  the  Board  of  Education  in  a  circular 
(974)  issued  January  5th,  1917,  have  suggested  that  all  School 
Medical  Reports  be  curtailed  for  1916  and  that  they  should  be  drawn 
up  in  a  simple  manner  in  regard  to  the  character  and  volume  of 
the  work  done  and  to  the  results  that  have  accrued  from  the 
following  up  and  treatment  of  the  children  found  defective.  A 
change  in  Table  II.  in  Appendix  F.  of  their  Report  for  1914,  has  also 
been  recommended,  where  convenient.  But  not  having  been 
apprised  of  this  recommendation  sufficiently  early  beforehand,  I  am 
obliged  to  revert  to  the  original,  viz.  : — the  percentage  table 
appended  to  this  report  which  is  founded  upon  a  different  basis. 

It  may  here  be  stated  that  the  standard  of  health  of  the  children 
of  the  Elementary  Schools  of  Torquay  has  been  found  to  be  highly 
satisfactory  to  all  in  close  touch  with  the  school  service  within  the 
past  year. 
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The  Presence  of  Parents  or  Guardians. 


About  37%  accompanied  their  children  to  the  schools  for 
examination  during  1916,  41%  were  present  during  1915. 

They  attend,  as  usual,  in  larger  numbers  in  case  of  infants. 

In  connection  with  the  School  Clinics  and  routine  inspection, 
etc.,  I  may  here  mention  that  in  every  respect  the  School  Nurse, 
Miss  Hughes,  has  shown  herself  first  rate  in  all  pertaining  to  same. 
Her  work  at  the  School  Medical  Department  is  ample  proof  of  this. 
During  1916  she  has  dealt  with  over  4,000  cases  of  minor 
complaints. 


Cases  treated  and  seen  by  the  School  Nurse  at  School  Medical 
Department  in  the  mornings  during  1916. 


Abscess 

..  42 

Otorrhoea 

..  401 

Ulcers 

..  25 

Measles 

..  1 

Burns  and  Scalds 

..  79 

Mumps 

..  77 

Boils 

..  11 

Chicken  Pox 

..  20 

Septic  Wounds.. 

..1076 

Ringworms 

..  468 

Sprains 

..  12 

Scabies 

..  34 

Injuries 

..  78 

Alopecia 

..  2 

Flat  foot 

..  1 

Eczema 

..  81 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

..  3 

Impetigo 

..  632 

Enlarged  Glands 

..  183 

Psoriasis 

..  1 

Enlarged  Thyroid 

..  6 

Warts  .. 

..  59 

Sore  Throat 

..  23 

Other  Skin  Troubles 

..  29 

Ulcerated  Mouth 

..  1 

Dirty  Skin  and  Clothing. . 

..  9 

Nasal  Troubles 

..  7 

Rheumatism 

..  7 

Blepharitis 

..  154 

Pediculosis 

..  77 

Foreign  Body  in  Eye 

..  1 

Other  Complaints 

..  338 

Other  Eye  Troubles 

..  122 

— 

Ear  Troubles  . . 

..  84 

Total 

4,144 

Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  of  Children  ..  ..  1312 

,,  ,,  Schools  . .  . .  . .  219 

Monday  and  Wednesday  mornings  have  been  devoted  to  dental 
treatment  by  Mr.  Ludlow  Strangways,  whose  services  are  much 
appreciated  by  both  the  Education  Authority  and  the  parents  of 
the  children  so  treated.  Two  mornings  per  month  have  also  been 
given  for  extractions  alone. 


On  Thursday  afternoons,  Dr.  McKenzie,  the  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon,  is  present  and  treats  such  cases  as  are  referred  to  him  by 
the  School  Medical  Officer  found  in  the  course  of  routine  inspection 
(See  Dr.  McKenzie’s  Report) 
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Friday  afternoons  are  devoted  to  the  School  Clinic,  where 
children  are  examined  thoroughly  and  referred,  if  necessary,  to 
their  own  practitioners.  Notes  are  made  on  cards  during  each 
visit  to  the  Clinic. 

Teachers  refer  chronic  cases  of  skin  trouble,  such  as  ringworm, 
to  the  School  Clinic,  so  as  to  ascertain  their  condition.  During  the 
year  (1916)  672  dermal  cases  have  been  seen. 


Cases  seen  by  School  Medical  Officer  on  Fridays,  at  School 

Medical  Department. 


Abscess 

1 

Diphtheria  Contact 

Septic  Troubles 

4 

Alopecia 

..  8 

Cyst 

1 

Eczema 

..  32 

Injuries  (minor) 

8 

Ringworm 

..  305 

Fractured  Skull  (suspected) 

1 

Scabies 

..  41 

Sprained  Ankle 

1 

Seborrhoea 

..  1 

Talipes 

1 

Lichen  Ruber  . . 

..  1 

Adenoids 

11 

Lupus  (Tuberc.  Disease) . . 

..  2 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

6 

Heart  Trouble  . . 

..  31 

Enlarged  Glands 

17 

Anaemia 

. .  7 

E  nlarged  Thyroid 

1 

Rheumatism 

..  3 

Ganglion  of  Hand 

1 

Gastritis 

..  1 

Sore  Throat 

3 

Femoral  Hernia 

..  1 

Tonsillitis 

1 

Thread  Worms 

..  3 

Nasal  Troubles 

2 

Chorea 

..  6 

Blepharitis 

3 

Epilepsy  . .  .  1 

..  1 

Colds  . . 

1 

Debility  . . 

..  39 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

Depression 

..  1 

Re-examination  of  Chest 

1 

Mastitis 

..  2 

Otorrhoea 

8 

Phimosis 

..  3 

Deafness 

15 

Cryptorchid 

..  1 

Other  Complaints 

16 

Urinary  Incontinence  . . 

..  2 

Mumps 

Chicken-Pox 

7 

1 

Pediculosis 

..  64 

Whooping-Cough 

2 

Total 

672 

Inspection  Clinic. 

This  is  held  daily  at  the  Health  Department  in  *the  Town 

Hall. 


Absentees  from  school  through  infectious  sickness  are  examined 
prior  to  return  to  school.  Cases  of  sore  throats,  etc.,  observed  by 
teachers  or  others  are  referred  for  report. 


Here  again,  such  cases  requiring  treatment  are  referred  to 
their  own  practitioner,  whilst  others  are  kept  under  observation. 
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A  register  is  kept  giving  time  of  admittance,  etc.,  of  scholars. 

At  end  of  each  month  these  names  are  entered  on  sheets  and 
forwarded  to  the  school  or  departments  affected. 

Routine  Medical  Inspection. 

The  total  number  examined  is  to  be  found  on  the  table  (Table 
I.)  following.  The  special  cases  have  been  examined  repeatedly 
during  the  year  : — 


TABLE  I. 
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Heights  and  Weights. — Figures  in  both  instances  compare 
favourably  with  those  of  previous  years  and  thus  show  that  a  satis¬ 
factory  standard  is  still  being  well  maintained. 


TABLE  OF  AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS. 
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Clothing  and  Footgear. — Defect  in  footgear  applies 
roughly  speaking  to  about  ’5°/  of  the  children  inspected  {vide  Report 
of  the  Children’s  Care  Committee). 

In  the  case  of  clothing,  it  amounted  to  about  1°/  of  those 

07  /O 

inspected. 

Many  children  still  cling  to  the  custom  of  wearing  non-elastic 
shoulder  straps,  a  regrettable  mistake,  as  such  are  liable  to  cause 
round  shoulders  and  so  prevent  proper  development  of  the  chest. 
Parents  would  be  well  advised  in  suggesting  that  these  straps  should 
be  abandoned  and  elastic  ones  worn  instead. 

Nutrition. — Notwithstanding  the  marked  increase  in  cost  of 
living  since  1914,  it  is  noteworthy  that  no  grounds  for  complaint 
can  be  made  in  this  respect.  On  the  contrary,  cases  of  malnutrition 
found  during  1916  are  fewer  in  number  than  in  1914,  a  fact 
worth  recording.  Improved  financial  conditions  in  the  homes  of 
those  absent  on  War  Service  very  lively  accounts  for  this  state  of 
affairs. 

The  Children’s  Care  Committee  have  supplied  in  14  cases 
either  milk,  meals  or  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsions.  In  1915,  such 
commodities  were  supplied  in  21  cases. 

Cleanliness  of  Head. — Pediculosis, — Pediculi  have  been 
found  in  two  cases  out  of  tbe  entire  number  of  children  inspected 
(1256).  Among  1329  children  inspected  during  1915  there  was 
a  complete  absence  of  such.  The  returns  regarding  nits  for 
1916  work  out  to  6%  as  against  9*2°/  in  1915. 

Parents  of  late  take  more  care  with  regard  to  their  children’s 
heads  than  in  past  years  and  this  no  doubt  is  due  to  the 
continual  vigilance  of  the  school  nurse  who  pays  surprise  visits 
to  the  schools  and  thence  to  the  homes ;  also  to  the  publicity  in 
Courts  of  Justice,  plus  penalties  inflicted  when  obstinate  parents 
ignore  advice. 

One  exceptionally  bad  case  of  a  parent  came  under  my 
observation  within  the  past  year.  She  had  to  be  dealt  with  in 
Court  and  was  fined.  Her  children  are  still  being  excluded  for  nits. 
Legal  proceedings  will  again  be  instituted  in  due  course. 
Records  of  neglect  in  her  case  cover  a  period  of  8  years,,  proof 
of  her  stubborn  attitude. 
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Cleanliness  of  Body. — The  aggregate  number  of  children 
found  in  a  dirty  condition  was  *6%  as  against  *2%  in  1915.  But 
where  pediculi  are  concerned  a  marked  diminution  in  the  numbers 
so  affected  have  to  be  recorded  for  1916,  as  against  those  for 
1915.  They  amounted  to  3‘0%  in  1915  and  only  2*0%  in  1916. 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  Mouth  Breathers. 

To  have  such  defects  remedied  is  naturally  of  extreme  import¬ 
ance,  if  the  general  physique  of  the  child  is  to  be  of  a  high  standard 
in  adult  life. 

Such  ailments  are  apt  to  encourage  stupidity,  headaches, 
diphtheria,  tuberculosis  and  a  host  of  other  complications,  if 
neglected.  The  diseased  tonsils,  etc.,  engender  such  troubles  by 
providing  a  suitable  nidus  for  the  growth  of  bacilli  which  readily 
gain  a  firm  hold  in  them. 

Defective  breathing  is  the  result  and  so  defective  chest  move¬ 
ment  ensues  through  deficient  air-space  in  the  nasal  apparatus 
in  those  affected  with  adenoids.  Such  defects  must  necessarily 
have  a  direct  influence  on  the  voice,  a  point  of  vital  importance 
for  aspirants  to  the  stage,  etc. 

Of  the  entire  number  of  children  inspected  during  1916,  about 
‘08%  were  mouth  breathers,  6*9%  were  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils 
and  3%  were  cases  of  adenoids. 

In  1915,  enlarged  tonsils  numbered  10*26%,  mouth  breathers 
10*02%  and  adenoids  ‘25%.  This  comparison  indicates  a  higher 
standard  of  health  in  this  respect  for  1916  than  that  for  1915. 

During  1916,  27  cases  of  adenoids,  and  19  of  tonsils  were 
treated  radically  at  the  Torbay  Hospital.  Year  by  year,  patients 
are  growing  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  clearing 
aw~ay  these  defects. 

Those  children  who  are  of  low  vitality  through  such  defects 
are  recommended  palliative  treatment  in  the  form  of  tonics  and 
nutritive  dietary,  prior  to  radical  procedure. 

After  operation  they  are  re-examined  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  and  kept  under  observation  for  some  time  to  note  their 
progress,  and  receive  the  usual  instructions  as  to  proper  breathing 
exercises  of  the  nasal  type  and  are  also  advised  in  regard  to  dietary 
and  whatever  else  is  consistent  with  good  health. 
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Glands. — The  number  of  cases  under  this  heading  amounts 
to  about  7%.  Climatic  conditions  in  this  locality  of  Torquay  have 
no  tendency  to  encourage  tubercular  conditions,  but  rather  the 
reverse,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  climate  is  a  salubrious  one,  a 
feature  recognised  by  many  medical  men  throughout  the  country. 
Hence  the  sending  of  such  cases  to  reside  in  the  Borough  when 
possible. 

Those  children,  whose  home  circumstances  are  poor,  if  they 
suffer  from  enlarged  glands  are  referred  to  the  Children’s  Care 
Committee  and  are  assisted  by  the  supply  of  some  form  of  Cod 
Liver  Oil,  or  a  supply  of  milk.  Four  cases  were  supplied  with 
milk  and  nine  cases  with  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

Two  cases  were  maintained  in  the  Rose  Hill  Children’s 
Hospital. 

Vision. — Cases  where  visual  acuteness  in  one  or  both  eyes 
amounts  to  6/12,  or  below  it  are  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
(Dr.  McKenzie). 

With  regard  to  glasses  including  “  returns  ”  glasses,  see  the 
Report  of  the  Children’s  Care  Committee  on  this  matter. 

The  school  nurse  and  school  visitors  make  inquiries  into  the 
reason  for  neglecting  to  wear  spectacles  in  those  cases  where  they 
should  be  worn.  Visits  are  paid  periodically  by  the  nurse  to  the 
schools  for  this  purpose. 

External  Eye  Diseases. — Blepharitis  is  the  most  common 
of  these  ailments,  due  to  anaemia  and  defective  hygiene,  etc. 
Refractory  errors  also  account  for  this  disease,  especially 
hypermetropia  (long-sight)  through  a  constant  strain  in  accommo¬ 
dating  for  near  objects. 

Blepharitis  is  an  infectious  condition  and  hence  spread  by 
usage  of  the  same  towels,  etc.  by  noil-infected  associates. 
Conjunctivitis  may  precede  or  follow  blepharitis. 

On  routine  inspection  during  1916,  only  4  cases  of  blepharitis 
were  discovered,  an  off  set  against  7  of  the  same  defect  during 
1915  ;  1  case  of  conjunctivitis  same  as  for  1915,  . 1  case  of  corneal 
opacity  as  against  2  cases  of  same  for  1915.  There  was  one  other 
insignificant  case.  They  total  in  all  7  cases 
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Ear  Diseases.— About  5%  of  cases  were  found  and  these  were 
cases  of  otorrhoea  (discharge). 

This  condition  is  the  most  common  found  in  children.  If  left 
to  become  chronic,  injury  of  the  drum  of  the  ear  might  easily 
take  place  and  so  impair  the  hearing.  Fevers,  especially  scarletina 
often  gives  rise  to  this  discharge.  The  throat  and  nose  may  also 
become  affected.  It  is  a  frequent  forerunner  of  eczema  of  the 
external  ear  through  irritation. 

Obstinate  cases  are  referred  to  the  Aural  Surgeon  at  the 
Torbay  Hospital  for  advanced  treatment. 

Sense  of  hearing  is  tested  by  forced  whispering  at  certain  dis¬ 
tances  (20,  10,  and  5  feet)  from  the  speaker. 

Mental  Condition. — Children  of  backward  condition 
numbered  10.  One  of  them  shows  distinct  signs  of  mental  defect 
and  he  is  kept  under  observation  to  note  any  further  development 
that  might  arise  in  his  condition,  with  a  view  to  making  provision 
for  his  future  under  the  regulations  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act 
of  1914. 

Speech — In  all  1 1  cases  were  defective,  principally  stammering 

and  lisping. 

Such  people  are  known  to  be  usually  quick-witted,  thoughtful 
and  sensitive.  Speaking  slowly  and  quietly  are  the  main  essentials 
in  the  riddance  of  stammering  (more  correctly  stuttering). 

In  many  cases  of  lisping,  children  are  less  intelligent  than 
those  who  stutter. 

Repetition  of  nursery  rhymes  may  help  in  getting  rid  of  the 
defect. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — Functional  diseases  numbered 
66  (5*2^/)  and  anaemic  cases  are  reckoned  at  19  (T5y().  The  bulk 
of  the  former  cases  may  be  put  down  to  fevers  like  diphtheria, 
scarletina  and  acute  rheumatism,  anaemia,  results  from  other 
debilitating  causes  among  them  being  improper  food. 

Parents  and  guardians,  as  well  as  teachers  are  warned,  and  the 
former  are  exhorted  to  consult  their  own  medical  attendants. 

Such  children  are  classed  as  special  cases  and  are  obliged  to 
present  themselves  for  re-examination  periodically. 
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Lungs. — During  routine  inspection,  15  cases  of  bronchial 
trouble  were  found  (  1*2%)  and  5  (*4%)  gave  distinct  indications  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

In  1915  inspection  17  cases  (1*3%)  were  recorded  of  bronchial 
trouble,  and  5  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (’4%).  Such  cases 
(pulmonary  tuberculosis)  are  kept  under  observation  and  the 
necessary  measures  adopted  for  eradication  of  the  complaint.  The 
Children’s  Care  Committee  render  practical  service  herein  case  the 
parents  are  unable  to  obtain  extra  milk,  etc.  (vide  Report  Children’s 
Care  Committee). 

The  School  Nurse,  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  the 
N.S.P.C.C.  render  valuable  aid  in  regard  to  inprovement  of  the 
hygienic  surroundings. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  kept  well  informed  and 
supplied  with  the  names  of  all  children  belonging  to  families 
where  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  notified  by  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer.  These  cases  are  deemed  special  ones,  and  are 
examined  periodically  in  order  to  detect  any  physical  signs  that 
may  be  present. 

Nervous  System. — During  inspection,  eight  cases  have  been 
observed  during  1916.  The  most  common  diseases  of  this  type 
were  Chorea  (St.  Vitus’  Dance)  and  Epilepsy.  Chorea  cases,  have 
of  course,  to  be  excluded  from  school.  Parents,  guardians  and 
teachers  were  advised  in  regard  to  these  latter  cases. 

Such  cases  are  referred  to  their  own  medical  attendants  for 
treatment  (Chorea  cases)  and  are  examined  at  the  School  Clinic 
at  regular  intervals. 


In  cases  where  Epilepsy  is  obstinate  to  treatment  the  patients 
are  recommended  for  treatment  and  instruction  (educational)  in 
some  epileptic  home. 

There  are  3  cases  at  the  present  time  in  the  Maghull  Home 
for  Epileptics,  near  Liverpool,  for  which  the  Torquay  Education 
Committee  are  responsible. 

Quarterly  reports  are  received  as  to  their  general  conditions. 
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Skin  Diseases. — Many  of  them  persist  for  a  long  time  and 
become  tedious  in  treatment.  They  are,  of  course,  excluded  from 
school  till  remedied.  Linen,  etc.,  should  be  thoroughly  disinfected, 
and  separate  towels,  etc.,  provided  for  the  infected  members  of  the 
family. 

During  1916,  at  the  ordinary  rountine  inspections  19  cases 
came  under  observation,  viz.  : — 7  of  ringworm  in  head,  4  of 
impetigo,  1  of  scabies,  and  7  others,  chiefly  eczema. 


Cases  seen  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  Town  Hall,  in 

mornings  during  1916. 


Pnlmonary  Tuberculosis 

..  3 

Enlarged  Glands 

17 

Stomatitis 

.,  1 

Round  Worms  . . 

1 

Bronchial  Catarrh 

..  16 

Thread  Worms 

1 

Gastric  Catarrh 

..  20 

Heart  Disease  . . 

3 

Inflamed  Throat 

. .  88 

Anaemia 

7 

Diphtheria 

..  0 

Lymphangitis  . . 

1 

Diphtheria  Contacts 

..  8 

Renal  Trouble  (suspected) 

3 

Diphtheria  Convalescents 

..  17 

Urinary  Incontinence  . . 

1 

Diphtheria  Carriers 

..  0 

Debility 

•  • 

15 

Scarletina 

..  0 

Myopia 

2 

Scarletina  Contacts 

..  0 

Conjunctivitis  .. 

5 

Scarletina  Convalescents 

..  3 

Pannus 

1 

Whooping-Cough 

. .  0 

Headaches 

10 

WThooping-Cough  Contacts 

. .  0 

Phimosis 

5 

Mumps 

..  56 

Goitre  . . 

1 

Influenza 

. .  1 

Deformed  Chests 

1 

Measles  Contacts  (ordinary) 

..  2 

Talipes  (club-foot) 

1 

German  Measles 

..  0 

Earache 

4 

Chicken-Pox 

2 

Otorrhoea 

1 

Adenoids 

..  8 

Inflammation  (various  parts) 

2J 

Ringworm  (scalp) 

. .  18 

Abscess 

4 

Ringworm  (body) 

..  3 

Emaciation  (local) 

1 

Scabies 

. .  9 

Defective  Hearing 

2 

Chilblains 

..  4 

Decayed  Teeth 

2 

Doubtful  Rashes 

..  2 

Fits 

1 

Eczema 

Impetiginous  Eczema  . . 

. .  16 

. .  5 

Cerebellar  ataxia  and 

Mentally  Defective 

1 

Impetigo 

..  5 

Asthenia 

1 

Urticaria 

..  2 

Rheumatism  (muscular) 

13 

Seboerrhoea  (scalp) 

..  2 

Injuries  (miscellaneous) 

24 

Lupus  . . 

..  1 

Mastitis 

4 

Psoriasis 

..  1 

Epistaxis 

2 

Alopecia  Areata 

..  2 

Ganglion  of  Wrist 

1 

Favus  (suspected) 

. .  1 

Bone  stuck  in  throat 

1 

Lichen  Planus 

Herpes 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

. .  1 

1 

..  18 

Total 

473 

This  total  includes  re-visits. 


Ringworm. — The  cases  include  a  large  number  outside  those 
observed  during  routine  inspection.  Washable  bonnets  or  caps 
are  insisted  upon  during  school  hours  to  prevent  infection  of 
others,  and  efficient  treatment  seen  to, 
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In  certain  cases  X-Ray  treatment  lias  to  be  applied  at  the 
Torbay  Hospital,  the  Education  Authority  furnishing  a  recommend 
in  each  case. 

In  all  85  cases  were  under  treatment  during  1916,  51  fresh 
cases  were  detected,  56  remedied,  and  29  still  under  observation. 

Proper  treatment  is  seen  to,  the  children  being  obliged  to 
attend  regularly  at  the  School  Clinic  for  examination.  Bonnets 
and  caps  are  retained  until  the  hairs  have  been  pronounced  to  be 
free  of  spores  upon  microscopical  examination. 

Deformities. — There  were  23  such  cases  observed.  Efforts 
are  made  to  obtain  radical  treatment  when  suitable  in  some 
Orthopoedic  Hospital. 

One  crippled  boy  was  admitted  from  here  to  the  Heritage 
School  of  Arts  and  Crafts,  Chailev. 


Teeth. 


Of  the  children 

examined  at 

the  routine 

inspection,  the 

following  figures  were 

obtained  : — 

No.  with 

Less  than  four 

Four  or  more 

perfect 

decayed 

decayed 

teeth. 

teeth. 

teeth. 

Total  examined,  1256 

654 

477 

125 

Boys  „  647 

347 

254 

46 

Girls  „  609 

307 

223 

79 

The  sum  total  includes  cases  with  temporary  teeth,  in  addition 
to  those  that  have  been  filled. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HYNES, 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 


♦ 
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Report  of  Dr.  McKenzie,  School  Oculist 

During  the  year  1916,  I  have  examined  111  ehildren  for  the 
first  time,  and  40  ehildren  presented  themselves  for  re-examination. 
The  total  attendance  of  children  in  the  course  of  the  year  amounted 
to  417-  Of  these  111  children,  31  children  were  found  to  have 
sufficient  sight  for  school  purposes  and  no  glasses  were  necessary. 
In  2  of  the  children  there  had  been  serious  disease  of  the  eye  which 
had  destroyed  the  sight  of  that  eye,  fortunately  the  disease  was 
restricted  in  each  case  to  one  eye  only,  the  sight  of  the  remaining 
eye  was  not  impaired.  In  the  case  of  3  children  the  examination 
was  not  completed,  one  child  left  the  neighbourhood  and  has  not 
returned,  and  in  the  other  2  children  the  parents  objected,  all 
3  needed  glasses.  Glasses  were  ordered  in  the  case  of  75  children. 
The  work  has  continued  smoothly  during  the  year,  and  a  great  many 
more  cases  of  simple  inflammation  of  the  eyes  have  presented 
themselves,  these  have  either  been  treated  or  the  parents  advised 
as  to  treatment. 
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TORQUAY  CHILDREN’S  CARE  COMMITTEE. 


Report  for  the  Year  1916 


One  hundred  and  one  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  compared 
103  in  1915.  Assistance  was  given  as  follows  : — 

1915  1916 

Boots  given  free  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  pairs  ...  7  pairs 

Boots  (part  payment  to  be  made  by  parents)  35  pairs  ...  37  pairs 
Boots  (full  cost  to  be  repaid  by  parents)  ..  24  pairs  ...  34  pairs 


64 pairs  ...  78 pairs 


Assistance  towards  purchase  of  crutches  ...  1  case 

Child  maintained  in  Rosehill  Hospital  ...  1  case 

(10  weeks) 

Milk  supplied  free  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  cases 

Yirol,  Scott’s  Emulsion,  Kepler’s  Extract  II  bottles 

Meals  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  cases 

Referred  to  National  Society  for  Preven¬ 
tion  of  Cruelty  to  Children  ...  ...  3  cases 

Special  Surgical  Boot  ...  ...  lease 

Medicine  supplied  .  ...  ...  2  cases 


»  •  • 


...  2  cases 

(9  and  7  weeks) 
...  4  cases 

...  9  bottles 
1  case 

...  2  cases 

1  case 
...  4  cases 


Nine  meetings  of  the  full  Committee  and  eighteen  of  the  Sub-committee 
were  held  during  the  year. 


The  number  of  cases  in  which  boots  were  supplied  shews  an  increase 
of  14  over  1915,  and  of  these  10  were  cases  in  which  the  parents  were 
required  to  repay  the  full  cost.  The  nature  of  the  facts  in  many  of  the 
applications  for  assistance  gave  evidence  of  the  great  difficulty  experienced 
by  parent  under  present  conditions  in  paying  at  once  for  boots  required 
by  their  children.  The  number  of  instances  in  which  repayment  of  the 
full  cost  was  required  rose  from  8  in  1914,  to  24  in  1915  and  34  in  1916. 
One  of  the  difficulties  of  dealing  with  cases  in  that  way,  however,  is  that 
as  the  repayments  are  spread  over  several  weeks,  the  boots  are  almost 
worn  out  by  the  time  the  instalments  are  all  paid — and  then  another  pair 
is  required. 
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A  comparison  of  the  sums  spent  by  the  Committee  and  the  amount 
repaid  by  parents  during  the  past  3  years  shows  : — 


Total  spent  on  boots  and  clothing.  Repaid  by  parents,  etc. 


£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1914 

19 

2  5 

4 

14 

9 

=24% 

1915 

16 

2  9 

7 

13 

1 

=48% 

1916 

27 

10  7 

Eyesight. 

13 

0 

6 

=47% 

Dr.  McKenzie  dealt  with  53  cases,  compared  with  90  in  1915  and  114 
in  1914. 


Action  taken  in  90  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

Parents  to  pay  whole  cost  of  spectacles 
Free  grant  from  fund 
Grant  of  part  cost 


New  lens  supplied  or  frames  repaired  ... 


1915 

1916 

18 

...  9 

9 

...  6 

63 

...  38 

90 

...  53 

38 

...  39 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  spectacles  had  been  obtained  in  all  except 
6  instances 


The  amount  spent  in  purchase,  or  part  cost,  of  spectacles  and  in  repairs 
continues  to  decrease  : — 


£  s. 

d. 

1914 

12  14 

3 

1915 

9  3 

6 

1916 

5  17 

0 

The  balance  in  hand  on  that  account  is  still  £11  Is.  9d. 

The  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  due  to  all  who  have  in  any  way 
assisted  during  the  year,  and  especially  to  those  whose  generous  financial 
help  renders  it  possible  to  keep  the  work  going. 


BALANCE  SHEET  FOR  THE  YEAR  1916. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

For  the  12  months  ending  December  20th,  1916, 
together  with  some  Statistics  showing  the  increase 
of  Dental  work  in  the  Schools. 


A  further  improvement  over  the  totals  for  1915  has  been 
maintained  for  1916. 


Extractions. 

The  total  has  now  reached  1526,  as  against  1171  for  1915,  and 
the  number  of  extraction  cases  has  risen  from  543  (1915)  to  785 
(1916). 

The  increase  is  for  the  special  extraction  mornings,  alloted  by 
the  Committee,  but  for  this  many  children  could  not  have  received 
treatment. 

Fillings. 

The  permanent  fillings  total  933,  as  against  802  permanent 
fillings  in  1915.  This  is  owing  to  the  increased  number  of  cases  per 
school  and  it  is  important  that  more  time  is  given  for  fillings  to 
keep  pace  with  the  demand. 

Examinations. 

Here  again,  is  an  increase,  from  780  cases  in  1915  to  950  cases 
in  1916.  this  does  not  include  the  casual  extraction  cases  and 
the  total  treated  is  well  over  1000. 

Age  Limit  Still  Rising. 

This  is  accounted  for  by  the  old  cases  still  presenting  them¬ 
selves  for  treatment,  whilst  new  cases  automatically  come  up 
as  the  age  of  6  years  is  passed. 

Increase  Per  School. 

Take  Ellacombe  for  instance.  The  previous  treatment 
numbered  235  cases,  whilst  in  1916  the  total  reached  417  cases, 
an  increase  of  nearly  80%.  It  is  obvious  to  maintain 
the  rate  of  attending  the  schools  more  time  is  needed, 
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Total  Operations. 

including  78  dressings,  reached  2537,  an  increase  of  21%  over  1915, 
when  the  total  operations  were  2093. 

Advice  to  Parents  and  Regulations. 

Since  August,  1915,  the  arrangement  of  personal  advice  to 
parents  has  met  with  very  gratifying  results,  85  consultations  took 
place  in  1916,  as  compared  with  23  in  1915.  The  idea  was  that 
parents  alone  can  watch  a  cas a  from  day  to  day  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  operators  advice  benefit  the  children  in  cases  of  irregular 
teeth. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  again  to  thank  the  staff  and  particularly 
Miss  Frances  Hughes,  to  whose  tact  and  kind  interest  the  refusal 
cases  are  practically  nil. 

I  also  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  interest  shown 
bv  teachers,  for  the  medical  treatment  of  children  must  entail 
extra  trouble  on  their  part  in  sending  down  cases  punctually. 

It  is  as  important  as  ever  that  cases  should  arrive  early  so 
that  no  time  is  lost  at  the  Clinic. 


I  am,  most  truly  yours, 


LUDLOW  STRANGWAYS,  l/d.s.,  r.c.s.,  eng. 


Dental  Surgeon . 


First  series 


School. 

Cases. 

i 

Dressings, 

&c. 

Fillings 

Total 

Fillings 

Extractions 

and  Total 

Operations. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

1911 

Upton 

88 

9 

35 

9 

44 

Pimlico 

76 

— 

45 

— 

45 

St.  Luke’s  . . 

46 

4 

31 

— 

31 

St.  James’  . . 

143 

6 

118 

39 

157 

St.  John’s  . . 

31 

7 

28 

16 

44 

Tor 

92 

6 

102 

23 

125 

1912 

Ellacombe  . . 

149 

13 

97 

26 

123 

Homelands 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Torwood 

41 

5 

22 

3 

25 

Cockington 

80 

6 

64 

14 

78 

Priory 

45 

4 

36 

10 

46 

Babbacombe 

93 

2 

72 

7 

79 

St.  Mary-Church 

124 

4 

92 

30 

122 

Abbey  Road 

27 

1 

13 

8 

21 

Victoria  Park 

26 

3 

11 

8 

19 

Ilsham 

15 

2 

14 

3 

17 

Hele  . . 

21 

— 

18 

9 

27 

Totals 

1097 

72 

798 

205 

1003 

1075 

Second  Series. 


Fillings 

Increase 

in 

Year. 

School. 

Cases. 

a  .9 

•  r— <  . 

m  r“5 

as  $ 

I)  o 

n  m 

1 

TUJ9J 

Temp. 

Total. 

Fillings 

Perm. 

Fillings 

Cases. 

1912. 

Upton 

78 

7 

77 

37 

114 

150% 

120% 

— 

1912  \ 
1913.  } 

Pimlico 

77 

2 

/  32 
\  24 

29  1 

6  / 

91 

100% 

— 

13% 

St.  Luke’s 

43 

7 

53 

28 

81 

161% 

— 

— 

St.  James’ 

144 

16 

118 

71 

189 

23% 

— 

— 

St.  John’s 

41 

4 

30 

7 

37 

— 

7% 

22% 

Tor  . . 

139 

21 

119 

80 

199 

85% 

16% 

51% 

1913  \ 
1914.  / 

Ellacombe  . . 

235 

13 

17 

83 

137 

48  ) 
87  / 

355 

187% 

126% 

57% 

Homelands  . . 

170 

13 

124 

61 

185 

— 

— 

— 

Torwood 

52 

4 

60 

1 

61 

159% 

170% 

27% 

Cockington  . . 

85 

2 

104 

— 

104 

33% 

62% 

7% 

Priory 

78 

6 

75 

— 

75 

63% 

108% 

75% 

1914  \ 
1915.  / 

Babbacombe 

94 

5 
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— 
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59% 

75% 

1*5% 

St.  Mary-Ch. 
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30 

175 

— 
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35% 

90% 

43% 

Abbey  Road 

40 

6 

52 

— 

52 

60% 

75% 

35% 

I 

t  **  J 

1 

Victoria  Park 

25 

2 

9 

— 

9 

52% 

18% 

3%  dec. 

Ilsham 

44 

5 

51 

— 

51 

66% 

72% 

66%  inc. 

c3  0 
l-J  -+=> 

Hele  . . 

20 

2 

2 

— 

2 

88% 

dec. 

nil. 

1519 

155 

1576 

455 

2031 

Extractions 

1704 

Tl.  opertns. 
3890 

I 
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Third  Series. 


School. 

Cases. 

Dressings 

Fillings. 

Advice  and 

Regulations 

In 

be 

.d 

crease 

m 

n  bC 

d  a 
n  .3 

S' 

Cases. 

Percentages 

added  when 

series  is 

completed. 

1915 

Upton 

232 

74 

326 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

April 

to 

Pimlico 

141 

13 

211 

12 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Dec. 

St.  Luke’s 

37 

— 

50 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1916 

*St.  James’ 

138 

10 

109 

3 

— 

*** 

— 

— 

St.John’s 

62 

8 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.  — 

Tor 

221 

23 

283 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ellacombe  . . 
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37 
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53 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  PROGRESS  OF  WORK  PER  YEAR. 


Year. 

Ex? 

o 

o 

-d 

o 

m 

Clinic.  .M 

Total 

Examinations. 

Temporary.  ^ 

H— 1  ! 

'  d 
ctq 

Permanent.  03 

Total  Fillings.  1 

Extra 

f—H 

a 

*3 

<e 

a 

CO 

ctions. 

a 

d 

00 

a 

O 

Total 

Extractions,  1 

. _ 

Year’s  Total 
Operations. 

Extraction 

Cases. 

Advice  to 

Parents. 

1911 

476 

14 

490 

357 

87 

446 

— 

— 

— 

478 

— 

— 

1912 

776 

54 

830 

548 

188 

732 

— 

— 

788 

— 

— 

1913 

602 

74 

676 

427 

240 

667 

240 

157 

426 

1156 

— 

— 

1914 

622 

99 

721 

700 

149 

849 

680 

259 

939 

1847 

— 

— 

1915 

678 

102 

780 

nil. 

802 

802 

907 

264 

1171 

2093* 

543 

28 

1916 

794 

156 

950 

— 

933 

— 

1357 

169 

1526 

2537 

785 

85 

Increase  of  1916  over  1915. 

Extraction 

Cases.  Fillings.  Extractions.  Cases.  Advice. 

21%  16%  38%  44%  300% 


Total 

Operations. 

21% 
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RETURN  SHOWING  THE  PHYSICAL  CONDITION.  1916. 
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